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Post-ISIL Challenges in Mosul and Iraq

MESUT OZCAN *

ABSTRACT Capture of Mosul by ISIL in June 2014 was a shock for everyone and
the assault against it at the end of 2016 will herald a new era in Mosul, Iraq and
the Middle East. The biggest concern is about the socio-political fault lines of the
province given the past examples from other parts of Iraq. After the defeat in Mosul,
most probably ISIL will continue to perpetrate terroristic attacks. In order to counter
these attacks, security measures and a counter narrative is needed. Most probably we
will see a difficult relationship between Arabs and Kurds in terms of political and
territorial differences. Beside this, increasing sectarian violence is another concern for
many observers. Taking all of these challenges into account, defat of ISIL in Mosul
may close a chapter in Iraq’s history, but there will be some other very big challenges
to dealt with.
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Jraqi ministers fall like dominoes as Maliki's bloc targets Abadi .1
maliki-abadi-barzani-iraq-/09/http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016
is-pmu-iran-us.html

In fight against Islamic State, Kurds expand their territory, http://www.reuters. .2
/com/investigates/special-report/mideast-crisis-kurds-land

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/files/live/sites/almonitor/files/images/ .3
RTR4VNOL .jpg, , https://www.google.com.tr/search?safe=ac/01/almpics/2016
tive&hl=tr&tbm=isch&q=army&oq=&gs_l=#safe=off&hl=tr&tbm=isch&q=Ira
g+Popular+Mobilization+Unit+Khamanei&imgre=zdWO0-GtLuceqoM %3 A

Shia militia leader vows 'revenge for Hussein' in Mosul battle, http://www. .4
middleeasteye.net/news/shia-militia-leader-describes-campaign-liberate-mosul-
revenge-hussein-1867945098

Zeid condemns ISIL atrocities in Iraq, urges release of hundreds abducted after .5
fleeing Fallujah, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.
aspx?NewsID=20237&LangID=E
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